PLATE GEVEN Prouence—Remembrance of things pust

For much of the past decade, Chandler’s paintings and
subject, matter—jeswel toned, joyful renditions of butterflies,
beetlos and exotic eireus performers—appeared at odds with
the art world's prevailing taste. Taking eues from suh unlikely
precodents as JMW Turner, George Stubbs, John James
Audubon, Henri Matisse, Ludwig Bemelmens, David Milne, Tony
Duquette, David Hockney and Robert Kushner, Chandler’s
romantic works were anathema. to the visooral theatrics of
‘mueh late 905 arl. Admittedly, Chandler has developed slowly
as.a painter, moving through an arsenal of art historieal and cul-
tural reforences, With its florid brushwork, lively pastel eslors
and roooco chinoiserie, her oarly paintings had an exaggerated,
over-the-top quality that often mied incongruous decorative
stylewith fanciful [lustration. Just when it seemed that the swork
was becoming grating and undigested, however, Chandler's
additive strategies began to pay off. More painterly and gostural
than previous work, these recent, canvases with their looser

technique add a new facet to her exhilarating spnthesis of dis-
parale art historical periods and painting styles. Significantly,
Chandler casts a wide net, and is likely to find ause for the most
mundane and seemingly irrelevant zologieal detalls, as well as
art historical and botanical facts and phenomena. She shifls
modes so seamlessly as to create a kind of compulsive and
convulsive beauty. This Is ntuitive painting with full knowledge
of the possibilities inherent in paint, Ascordingly, Chandler pro-
vides substantial pigment under rieh glaze, as woll as frenziod
brushsrork exeeutod in paint thinned down to the conslstency
of watercolor appliod In staceato-like strokes. The dynamic
surface creatos a mood as eleghac as It Is olagant, sorrow for
what has gone and enjoyment of what has not. Chandler's
paletta, hoswevor, is garish. She's prone to carnival huos: gelati-
nous blues, ludierous greens, eotton candy pinks and frivolous
yollows. Eversthing seemingly floats in milky swhite or stained
and dappled grounds.



